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BLM adopts recreation
plan for river corridor

By Cindy Enstrom, Field Manager,
Cascades Resource Area, BLM

On July 13 th, 2011, the Bureau of Land Management made
a final decision and issued the Molalla River -Table Rock
Recreation Area Management Plan.

The Plan articulates a strategy for the management of
recreation resources within the planning area for the next 15
years. This plan includes detailed direction for the
management of overnight use, day use, trails, visitor
information and administration. | t also lays out specific
development projects and management actions that may be
taken during the 15 year lifespan of the plan.

As three years of collaborative planning have wrapped up,
the BLM is now seeking to work with volunteers, youth and
nonprofit entities to address the most pressing issues
identified during this outreach effort.

First on the list of priorities: the management of overnight
use along the Molalla River. The BLM intends to develop the
existing Rabbits Tail and Sleepy Hollow campsites to provide
walk -in tent camping.  Overnight facilities will be developed to
provide safe, pleasant and low impact camping experiences for
a broad range of the visiting public.

These campgrounds will be  characterized by primarily natural
Continued on Page 3



Message from the President

A big step forward by the BLM

By Mike Moody
MRA President

f you skipped our

cover story you

missed hearing about

the most influential
and meaningful event to
occur on the Molalla in
many years.

Late this past summer
after considerable input
from the Molalla River
Alliance, public briefings, a meeting with the
MRA Board and comm ents from a variety of
user groups, the Bureau of Land Management
completed its much -anticipated Recreati on
Area Manage ment Plan for the Molalla River -
Table Rock areas. This is a huge accomplish -
ment. It articulates the management of the
Corrid or for t he nextl15 years, while achieving
a fundamental conservation priority identified
at inception of the Alliance four years
ago. The MRA played an important advocacy
role and is pleased to have contributed
meaningfu lly to the plan.

Objectives include prese rving water quality
and protecting open space, scenic, recreation,
fisheries and wildlife values. The BLM
manages more than 27,000 acres of public
lands in the Molalla watershed. An estimated
65,000 people visit the area each year !

The Molalla contains high quality habitat
for a variety of threatened species including
the Northern Spotted Owl andt  wo ESA -listed
anadromous fish A wild winter steelhead and
spring Chinook salmon. This action by the
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BLM also ser ves a very practical role in that it
protects the primary source of drinking water
for more than 20,000 Oregonians.

| want to take this opportunity to extend my
personal thanks to BLM for their persistent
and comprehensive efforts to complete this
plan. A special thanks to District Manager
Miles Brown and his staff including Cindy
Enstrom, Field Manager, Cascades Resource
Area; Zach Jarrett, Lead Outdoor Recreation
Planner; and Adam Milnor, Outdoor
Recreation Planner .

Speaking of those iconic steelhead,  this
seems a worthwhile moment to mention that
the Molalla River now has the strongest run of
Upper Willamette River wild winter steelhead :
with about 30% of the Willamette Basin winter
steelhead produced in the Molalla River water
shed (ODFW Winter Steel head Guide , 2011).

These fish will benefit from our recent grant
writing, including ones to fund a comprehen -
sive assessment of fish passage barriers and a
large wood placement project in the upper
waters . The Alliance and its members are in
early stage s of drafting a comprehensive
strategic plan for the Molalla which will
identify vital restoration projects.

Finally, lwantto say a  personal thanks to
Kavita Heyn, who is  leaving American
Rivers. Over the last nearly four years, | have
come to reply up on her as a trusted,
knowledgeable and key advisor to the
Alliance.  We wish you good luck, Kavita, and
thanks for your immeasurable su pport.

And, thanks to every  one of you for your
ongoing support and stewardship on behalf of
the Molalla River. Happy  Holidays!
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BLM plan envisions

Continued from page 1

features, with limited infrastructure
development such as restrooms, kiosks,
regulatory signage and trash facilities that
blend with the  natural environment.

Retaining the existing character of
overnight opportunities within the recreation
area was a driving force behind the conceptual
design of these two campsites.

HREE BEARS CAMPGROUND

Campground Development
Located in the Developed River Zone
with a complimentary mix of group sites
(3) and single sites (6) that provide for
varying group sizes and preferences.

The site has been designed to balance
user privacy, public safety and resource
protection.

service, picnic tables and BBQ grills

Molalla River:- Table Rock Rc(‘reaton Area Managment Plan

Campground Amenities Vehicle Parking Satar

On-site amenities will include two single Vehicles spaces will be assigned to specific 5. Water, utility building and pump house
campsites. 16 striped vehicle spaces in the 6. GIEbP Camping site (2 to.4 tentattes)
main parking area and 10 vehicles spaces in a

unit vault restrooms, potable water
powered by a photovoltaic system,
gray water disposal, trash and recycling designated overflow lot. Provisions for ADA

accessibility have been included.

river campgrounds

Throughout the winter and spring of 2012
the BLM will continue to do site specific
design work and attempt to secure the
necessary funding to implement this priority
action, targeting the summer of 2012 as a
potential start date. The offseason will also
include focused trail work in the form of trail
tread armoring and small scale reroutes that
will be performed to address unsustainable

** NOTE:

=

NO CAMPING DEVELO? —
WITHIN THE 25' BUFFER g
FROM TOP OF STREAM BANX. 1

| LEGEND
1. Primary parking area

2. Overflow parking area with vault
restroom

3. Pay station and visitor information

4. Restroom, central trash and recycling

7. Single camping site (1 tent site)

8. Improved river access trail

9. Primary trail with connections to Hardy
Creek TH and Looney’s Gate

The BLM made adjustments to the
conceptual designs that were presen  ted early
in the outreach process in response to public
input. Changes include the incorporation of
additional site amenities and re  -structuring of
campsite layout.

Each campground will be located in the
Developed River Zone and provide
approximately 18 ¢ ampsites in total, with a
complimentary mix of group sites and single
tent sites that provide for varying group sizes
and preferences. The sites have been designed
to balance user privacy with public safety and
access to amenities such as potable water,
tr ash facilities and restrooms.
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segments of the Molalla Shared Use Trail
System.

The succe ssful implementation of this1 ~ 5-
year strategy will undoubtedly require the
engagement of the local community and the
availability of project related funds.

The BLM is working on identifying ways for
meaningful contribution of volunteer time,
materials and services.

Keep your eyes po sted for periodic
announcements for special events and
volunteer opportunities as the BLM moves
forward with the implementation of this
Recreation Area Management Plan.
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Rlver Ethan Pittleman (second from left), natural resources legislative assistant to,
VISIt Congressman Kurt Schrader, was joined by Bill Taglor (left) of Molalla River-

watch, Kavita Heyn of American Rivers and Mark Schmidt of the Native Fish

Society on a tour of the Molalla River Recreation Corridor on Aug. 16, 2011.
Congressman Schrader is sponsoring legislation to have the upper Molalla
protected as a Wild and Scenic River.

A fond farewell to Kavita Heyn

Hi folks,

| wanted to let you all know that | will be leaving American Rivers on
November 8 t. | have been offered an exciting new position with the
Climate Trust as their Business Development Manager.

The Climate Trust specializes in climate solutions for governments,
businesses and utilities throu  gh a carbon offset program as well as
customized voluntary climate programs and climate consulting
services.

The Trust also work s to develop sound climate policy in Oregon and
other parts of the US. This is a great opportunity for me. However, |
will trul 'y miss the work at American Rivers protecting and restoring
rivers in Oregon and the Northwest.

The Molalla campaign has been an important part of my work with
this organization for 3+ years. | have learned a lot from this campaign
and | greatly apprecia te having had the opportunity to work with all of
you to protect this beloved river. You have great momentum behind
you and | know American Rivers will assist however possible to help
get the Molalla River designated a Wild & Scenic River.

| hope that ou r paths cross again in the future!

fi Kavita Heyn
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MRA welcomes

Canby Utility

Acknowledging
that the Molalla
River provides vital
ecological as well as
economic benefits to
its community,
Canby Utility
recently joined the
Molalla River
Alliance. The ci ty of
Canby is the largest
population served by
drinking water from
the Molalla River.

As stated in the

Utilityés

The Reporter, 6 Th e
long -term protect -
tion of the Molalla
River is a vital part
of our heritage,
identity and pride.
Protection of the
Molalla begins at the
headwaters and
encompasses the
entire watershed.
Nothing is more
important to our
health and the
quality of our
Matt Michel,
General Managetr,

sai

d,

0Canby

shares a common
interest with the
stake -hol ders in the
Molalla River
Alliance in the

health of the Molalla

River.

0
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John Atkins pr esented
O0Ryan Morgan Servi
Everyoneds choice as

Ryan Morgan Service Award was John Atkins.

= / .\w John has been a
\ cornerstone of the
Alliance since its
inception. Early on he
recogniz ed the
ecological and
economic benefits
enhanced tourism
region, to the river and to

2
would mean for the
the C ity of Molalla.

He has provided steadfast support and wise
guidance whenever and wherever asked. He
secured initial funding needed to launch the
Alliance website and its brochure. He gained
the cityds, as wel |
enhanced patrols in the Corridor and, as a
result, deserves noteworthy creditfo  rthe
dramatic and sustained drop in bad behavior.

John obtained pivotal support of the city for
our Wild and Scenic Rivers bill which, in turn,
led to the support of the county and our U.S.
senators and congressman.

John recently retired as city manager
Molalla. Fear not, for he is not retiring from
the Alliance. Although golf and fly fishing are
near the top of histo -do list, he has
committed to continuing to bring steady
leadership to your board.

as

of

Now a vailable: 2012 Molalla

River Alliance Cal endar

Thanks to board member Kevin Donegan,
the Alliance has launched sale of its 2012
fundraising calendar, featuring stunning
photography solely of the Molalla River areas.

Dondt hesitate. Last
out. Need we remind you of how grea  t they
are as stocking stuffers for the Holidays?

The Alliance 2012 calendar s are being sold
for $15 each. Please seen your check plus
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ce
reci

MR A O $4.75p &hto P.O. Box 727, Molalla, Oregon

Whar do
pient for the 2011
$117 m illion from BPA for

Willamette Wildlife Mitigation

In 2010 , the Bonneville Power
Administration and the State of Oregon
(represented by ODFW) signed an agreement*
to settle BPA wildlife mitigation obligations in
the Willamette Valley.

BPA is required to mitigate for the loss of
wildlife habitat from the construction and
operation of hydro projects such as federal
dams. The agreement guarantees more than
$117 million for fish and wildlife habitat
acquisition, restoration work and monito
of conservation programs.

ODFW has created a public advisory

ring

C 0 U Rdmbitte®,'which thARi&s Mblall® T River

year

Alliance President Mike Moody, is charged
with defining selection criteria for judging the
qualifications of projects proposed for funding
through the settlement agreement. The work
of this committee must be completed by
October 2012.

Under the terms of this agreement, Oregon

must acquire at least 16,880 acres of
important native habitat property by the end
Continued on next page.

Your MRA Board of Directors

President: Michael Moody
O: (503) 699-8704
F: (503) 697-7233
moody@teleport.com
www.molallariveralliance.org

Vice -President: Tom Derry
Treasurer: llene Waldorf
Secretary: Fran Taylor
Directors: John Atkins
Mark Schmidt

Jack Hammond
Kevin Donegan
Gordon White
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Now at the MRA  store: just

In time for the Holidays !

Molalla River Alliance  apparel (okay, just
hats and t -shirts), and the 2012 calendar
make excellent stocking stuffers for those
hard -to-shop -for folks on your list.

We have MRA't -shirts in most sizes, two
unique styles of caps, and a dwindling supply
of our wine glasses.

In addition, as described elsewhere in this
newsletter, MRA -board member Kevin
Donegan has again produced our fabulous
calendar featuring photography exclusively of
the Molalla River Corridor.

Caps $15 ea.
T-shirts $19 ea.
Wineglasses $ 8ea.

2012 Calend ars $15 ea.
Avoid the Holiday rush! Do that by
ordering today!
TO ORDER: You can conveniently order by
check. Please seen your check plus $4.75 p &
h to Molalla River Alliance P.O. Box 727,

Molalla, Oregon 97038.
opportunity in an incredible learning

at mosphere, 6 said Moody.

Alliance President attends interacted, ate and shared ideas with
Patagonia O0Tool s0 ¢ 0 npéogelroe il guegthe world. Even

MRA President Mike Moody attended the with the annoying an  d distracting pristine
12t Patagonia Tools Conference for surroundings, | learned a lot which |
Grassroots Advocates at the Stanford Sierra anticipate will ben  efit our work on the
Conference Center on picturesque Fallen Leaf Mol al l a. o
Lake, 6,000 f eet high in the Sierra Nevada. Previous invitees to this prominent

Besides its world -quality outdoor clothing conference include MRA members Fran Taylor
and equipment, Patagonia is also known for and Tom Derry.
using its oOoassets to help find solutions to
urgent environmental probl e$illd million from BPA

For four days in September, 110 invited Continued from Page 5.
attendees were offered more than ten hours of 2025. The protections would come through
daily of core skills programming (strategy, acquisition of land or conservation easements.
grassroots organizing and lobbying), mixed At least 10% of the projects must benefit both
with newer tools (working with businesses, fish and wildlife habitat. The agreement
fundraising in uncertain times, and util ization allows for creation of a long  -term account
of social media and Google Earth). enabling maintenance for the pr ~ ogram when

0This was simply an excepithdagréenbnt dxfirdsin202%5. g

Musings on the Molalla Page | 6



